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Capezio Ballet Makers 
can and do outfit gymnas- 
tic teams from head to toe. 
Our expertise in making 
body wear that can move 
freely Is shown In this 
Venus V, full fashioned 
nylon leotard with zipper 
front and contrast yoke in 
Dacron'. P,S,M,L. Make 
Capezio a team effort. 

From the top: the 
Capezio Gym-X, Spartan, 
Athenian and Spartacus. 

For the name of the 
nearest Capezio Dealer 
who will special order this 
leotard in your team col- 
ors. or for the Capezio 
Catalogue, send $1 to 
Capezio Ballet Makers, 
Dept.lG4, 1860 Broadway, 
NewYork.N.Y. 10023. 

A. 

1 . 

Capezios 
been dancine 
since 18 ^* 


VOVRE A SnUtM CAPEZIO 



Art Stone... the department stone for 
gymnasts. 


For a clear view of the exciting choices available to the gymnastic world. For a free catalogue {teachers 

gymnasts, peek into any Art Stone Gymnastic Supply and coaches only) write on your letterhead to: Art Stone 

window. Let the wide and colorful assortment of leotards. Gymnastic Supply, Dept.GF. 1795 Express Drive North, 
shoes, briefs, records and accessories pull you into Smithtown, New York 1 1787. 

cy4rt^one 

GYMNASTIC SUPPLY 

Washington, D.C.; Atlanta; New Orleans; Minneapolis; St. Louis; Smithtown, New York and Houston. 
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Our sales have been up the last 
five years, while many others are down. 
The reason — we continue to help you 
compete against inflation by keeping 
our prices as low as possible and our 
quality as high as you demand. 

If you're one of the schools or 
clubs who haven’t switched to 
Gibson Gymnastic Supply, we’d like 
to help you stretch your budget 
\Mite for a free catalog, to see how 
we're bringing the price of gold 
within reach. 

GIBSON GYMNASTIC SUPPLY, INC. . 
RO. Box 663, Littleton, Colorado / 
80160, 303/781-1292 


WTTHTHE 
PRICE OF GOLD, f 
ISN’T IT NICE a 
TO KNOW r 
QOAUTYIS 
STILL WITHIN 
REACH. 
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The First Year 


An editorial hy Roger CounsU 


Although ic is OifiicuU to believe, ! have been in the USGF Office for one 
v-ear. During this time, 1 feel we have made many strides in serving our 
function . , , that of providing service to the gv mnastics communit>'. 

The DSGF has successfully moved its office Tuscon to Fort Vt orth 
and has established itself in a temporary office while working on the new 
Nattonal Headquarters, We are reasonably confident at this point, a donor 
has been identified to build our new national office complex in Fort Worth; 
we should be moving forward with this project in a very short period of 
time, Also, during the course of the past year, the visibility of the sport of 
gymnastics on television has been greatly increased. We have successfully 
contracted television to cover our important meets, domestically, as well 
as some foreign meets which have not been previously covered by 
television. Our staff, within the past year, is almost totally new. and I am 
very proud of the ftet they are enthusiastic, knowledgeable and dedicated 
It is not out of the ordinary to find them working a twelve hour day, and I 
feel the gymnasdes community is fortunate to have such a dedicated group 

Regarding the staff, we have created a new position which should gready 
serve the USGF coaching community. This position is (he Educational and 
Research Director. Mr. Bill Sands; nationally known coach and an 
outstanding technician, having been national coach for the USA 'K'omen's 
Team. Inlhisposition, we will endeavor to convey much more information 
to the coaching community regarding new trends, new techniques, new 
movements, nadonal statistics regarding Injuries, participation in the sport 
of gymnastics and other matters that arc of such vital interest to coaches. It 
is felt by the USGF Office this servlee will be invaluable to the coaches and 
we will begin on September 1. as a part of our new professional 
membership, to make the technical journ^ available on a bi monthly basis 
to professional members. We are very excited about this serv ice and think 
the coaches will feel it quite worthwhile. 

Shortly, our improved selection of products will be available to Ihe 

to clubs and Individuals, having added such new items as T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, posters, notebooks, backpacks and other ilcms carrying our 
logo will be available to Ihe gymnastics public. 

As of the Scpltmber-October issue, which will be available at the 'Bl 
USGF Congress, our magazine will be included as a part of the athlete and 
professional membership. The magazine at present is being revised to die 
extent that we are including much more of a human interest nature to the 
articles and wc anticipate an ability to provide some good insights and 
enjoyable reading for you in Ihe future. 

At present, wc are currenlly planning on Implementing a Hall of Fame as 
part of our office complex when it is built in Fort Worth designed lo 
appropriately honor our past Master of Sport recipients and other 
achievers. Gymnastics is moving ahead quite rapidi)' and it Isexciling 10 be 
a part of Ic and provide (he leadership for the sport. 


ROBERT H. STOUT 
November 9, 1925 — July 15, 1981 

Robert H. Stout, a member of the 19S2 U.S. Olympic Gymnastics leam, 
died Wednesday morning. July IS. 1981, while jogging. He was to leave 
that day for Romania as the Ui. judge assigned to Che World Uruversliy 
Games Gymnastics CompctitiocL 

A prominent G^re in the gymnastics world as a competitor, coach, and 
judge, he had an outstanding schoolboy career in Philadelphia, winning the 
Public Ijwguc AU Around tide in 1942 and 194 J. He was on the U.S. team 
that competed against Czechoslovakia in 1947. He led Ihe Temple 
University team to the NCAA title in 1999- Along the wav, he collected 
Eastern Intercollegiate Gymnastics League championships in ihe All 
Around three times, in 1'umbling, Parallel Bars, and Horizuntal Bar. plus 
NCAA titles in Floor Exercise and Horizontal Bar. Following this he capped 
hlscompelitivecareerwithtwoNational AAU All Around titles m l9S2and 
19S3, Individual titles in Floor Exercise, Vaulling, and Horizontal Bar. anda 
place on the I952 UlympicTeam 

He earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees at Temple University. Following this 
he taught and coached at Penn Treaty Jr. High School and Fdlson High 
School before moving to Abingion High School. He coached for I’ of the 
29 years he was with Ihe various schools. He founded a gvmnasllcs program 
at two schools andco-founded (he Jr. Hl;^ School League in Philadelphia. 

One of (he most respected judges in the counirv. he held both national 
and international licenses and officiated extensively on all levels for the 
past 24 years, he was currently the Fiasiern Gymnastics Judges' 
Association's technical director and had previously served as the EGJA 
president and as the national technical director for the national judging 
body. He contributed to the rules formulations and interpretations that are 
In current use. 



Another project which is rapidly corning to finalization is a national 
apparel qionsorship. We are at the present time into final negotiations 
with an apparel sponsor who will provide high quality competitive 
uniforms to the .Men’s and Women's USA Teams. We fee! that we have 
identified an excellent apparel sponsor and hopefully we will be able to 
make a formal announcement regarding that sponsorship in the near 
future. 

Negotiations for a national corporate sponsor are also well underway 
with three viable candidates talking with the USGF regarding the various 
dements of a sponsorship. Wc feel that progress is going well although 
realistically wc are still several months from finalization talks. Wc hope 
that by early 1982 wc can announce that we do indeed have a national 
sponsor. 

Lastly, but perhaps most important, wc arc finally in the finishing 
stages of the design of a true national training program for Elite women. 
The finishing touches are now- being developed on the program and our 
timetable prescribes that we begin to implement the program in 1982. 
Althougli, this obviously is late for the 1981 World Championships, it 
should have a very definite positive impact on the 1989 Olympic Games 
to be held in Los Angeles, The USA has never had a true identifiable 
national program for women before and wc fed that this Is the most 


He had been inducted into the Citizens Savings Hall of Fame, the Temple 
University Hall of Fame, the National Gymnastics Judges' Association Hall 
uf Fame, and had been named Eastern Judge of the Year. 

He is survived by his wife, the former Marie DeC'.arr, and two children, 
Richard (an MD), and Susan. 



USGF GYMNASTICS 



1981 CHAMPION OF THE USA — 
TRACEE TALAVERA 


March 12-14 

LeHigh University — Pennsylvania 



'81 Championship of the USA all-around champion Tracec Tafarera flanked by ncncomcr Trina Timi on ihe left and veteran Kathy Johnson 


32 senior women gymnasia and 21 junior gymnasts gathered at 
LeHigh University in Pennsylvania in March for the '81 
Championships of the USA. This competition determined the 20 
member USA National Team, the AA Champion of the USA for 1981, 
the 12 member USA Junior National Team, as well as qualifying the 
top lOseniorfinishersforthe World Championships Team Trials next 
September in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

The Senior Meet — Tracee Talavera from Mulvihill’s National 
Academy in Oregon surpassed Atlanta’s Kathy Johnson in the AA 
<74.15 to 73.56) to win "The" Championship of the USA. Talavera won 
the AA despite ranking frrst on only one event during compulsories 
and optionals, scoring a 9.60 BB in the optionals. 

Michelle Goodwin (Berks) flnished a strong third, .05 ahead of '80 
USA Champion Julianne McNamara, The defending champion had a 
consistent meet, but a 8.06 compulsory beam set was perhaps the 
responsible factor in keeping her from back to back AA Utles. As 
journalist Coult Aubrey from Allentown’s Morning Call accurately 
predicted in her morning article on the day of the compulsory 
competition, "The competition is simply too tight to permit one weak 
score." Beam also denied the Parkettes’ Gina Stallone, who was 
second after compulsories (.10 behind Talavera), but a 7.65 optional 
BB lowered her optional AA score to 35.15 and dropped her to 11th 
AA. 

Fifth place went to Chicago's Amy Koopman, 6th was Shari Mann 
from the MG's and in 7th was Trina Tinti from Scats. Finishing in 8th, 
9th and 10th and also qualifying for the USA World Championships 
Team Trials were Kelly Chaplin (Alb., NM), Lisa Zeis (Niagara, NY) 
and Lynn Lederer (Omaha, NB). 


The Junior Meet — In 1980 Dianne Durham received the Karen 
Kelsall Award as the Most Promising Gymnast in the North Shore 
Invitational held in British Columbia, Canada. Less than a year later 
she held off Nicole Kushner (Parkettes) 73.25 to 71.80 to win the 
Junior AA title at the Championships of the USA. Durham 
(Gymkhana — Shamburg, ID had a 37.50 in the optionals — 9.40 V, 
9.45 UB, 9.25 BB and 9.40 FX — and given time to physically mature 
and continued improvement, with dance, form and flexibility, could 
prove to be an exceptional gymnast in the future. Her competitive 
maturity matched that of many of the older internationally seasoned 
senior gymnasts, as she appeared to compete with a relaxed 
confidence, far past her 13 years. Finishing in 3rd Lisa MeVay 
(MarVaTeens), 4th Pammy Bileck (Twisters), 5th Mary Lou Retton 
(Aerial Port) and 6th Nancy McDonald (Starlettes). 

Scott Crouse (USGF) commenting on these championships, "If you 
missed the 1981 Championships of the USA, you truely missed a 
'Sport Spectacular' . . . the gymnasts provided everyone with 3 days 
of energetic, graceful, poised and exciting performances, and have 
raised the USA team level of perfection and difficulty substantially 
... a credit to the gymnasts and their dedicated coaches. 

Notes — In combining both the Senior and Junior Elites there were 
53 gymnasts; with 3 clubs each having qualified 4 gymnasts to these 
championships — the host team Parkettes (Donna and Bill Strauss), 
Niagara Frontier Gymnastics (Pete Sielski) and National Academy of 
Artistic Gymnastics (Linda and Dick Mulvihilll. No senior gymnasts 
won more than 2 events during the AA competition with 6 girls 
dividing among them these 8 1 st places — compulsory and optional 
FX/BB(UB/V. 
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1961 U.S.A. WOMENS GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
March 13, 1981 
SENIOR ELITE RESULTS 

VAULT BARS BEAM FLOOR TOTAL 


(Comp + Opl= 73.55) 

I Goodwin Berlts 
(Comp + Opt= 73.30) 


(Comp + Opt = 72.95) 


(Comp + Opt = 72.20) 


(Comp + Opt = 70.55) 


(Comp + Opt = 70.50) 


(Comp + Opt = 70.«) 


Opt 9.10 
Comp 9.25 


OpI 9.45 
Comp 9.10 


40 6 90 35 



1981 U.S.A. WOMENS GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
March 13, 1981 
JUNIOR ELITE RESULTS 


(Compi-C^I= 73.25) 


VAULT 
Comp 9.30 


(Comp + Opt = 69.00) 


(Comp + Opt = 67.66) 

Henicli P. NW Twist 
{Comp<-Opl= 66.50) 


BARS BEAM FLOOR TOTAL 


Comp 9.35 
Comp 9.15 
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1981 CHAMPION OF THE USA 
JIM HARTUNG 



(upper /eft) ■»/ 
Cltsmpionsbip of the 
USA all-around ninnci 
Jim Hartung.f above t 
Oirls Regnl. highest 
placed non-coliegiare 
gymnast. (left) ~th 
ranked Oklahoma's 
Peter Stout, (right) 
the dynamic and 
Ilexible .’dario 
McOutcheon. 



3 Ban Conner 
S Scott Jc^nsor 


6 Marto McCulchaon 

7 Paler Stout 
6 Maitt Caao 

9 Milch Gaylord 

10 Brian Babcock 
10 Chuck enmeika 
12 Ron Gailmore 


Comp. 

57.70 

57.65 

57 .80 

56.80 
56.85 
56.95 

55.90 

55.65 
55.30 
5620 

54.90 
5525 


U.S.Q.F. ALL-AROUND 

1981 Men's Championships — Lincoln, Nebraska 


Opt. Total 

58 00 115.70 

57.80 115.45 

57.60 115.40 

57.35 114.15 

56 60 113 45 

56.45 112.40 

55.60 111.50 

55 80 111.45 

56.05 111.35 

54.50 110.70 

55.80 110.70 

54.40 110.65 


12 Tim Daggett 

14 Chris Riegel 

15 Brek Grigas 

17 Tom Beach 
17 Roy Pallasau 

19 Brian Meeker 

20 Steve Marino 

21 Billy Paul 

22 MatlBieapiel 

23 Wallace Miller 

24 Joey Hay 


55.40 55.25 110.65 

55.65 54.50 110.35 

54.90 55.35 110.25 

54.40 55.60 110.00 

54.15 65.55 109.70 

54.56 55.15 109.70 

54.60 54.90 109.50 

54.55 54.70 109.25 

54.15 54.35 108 50 

54.95 53.50 108.45 

54.40 53.20 107,60 

52.95 52.30 106 25 
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NOW IN 1981 - 82 



United States 
Gymnastics Federation 
Club Membership Program 

$1,000,000 Comprehensive General Liability. 

^ $50,000 Medical (Excess). 

Ef 0, L & T (Owners, Landlords & Tenants Liability). 

Hired and Non-Owned Auto Liability. 

Ef Incidental Medical Malpractice. 

No Deductibles (Other Than $100 
Chiropractor and Physical Therapist). 

Ef To and From Gymnastic Activity Coverage. 


NO INCREASE IN REGISTRATION FEES. 


For information on membership, call or write: 
Cheryl Grace 
National Director 

U.S.G.F. MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 

Bayly, Martin, & Fay/San Antonio 

P.O. Box 17800 

San Antonio, Texas 78217 

1-800-531-7224 

1-800-531-7205 

1-800-292-5721 (Texas only) 


’81 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
University of Nebraska 
April 2 - 4, 1981 


"If Nebraska is to duplicate Henn Stale's feat of three straiplil NCA". 
Championships In 1959, '60 and '61 . the Comhuskers have to he fired up tu 
survive Big 8 Champ Oklahoma and PAC 10 Champ UCLA." — RKodvYork. 
UncoinSlar, 1-2 8!. 


ALL-AROUND COMPETITION: 

"Jim will find that the elusive No. 1 Is not the easiest thing to come b\- . . . if 
we worn- too much about each other, we could find ourselves second and 


TEAM COMPETITION — COHPULSORIESi 


"By the time the compulsory session was over mucli of the pattern of the 
meet was already apparent," — H. J. Blesterfcldi, International Civmoast, 
June 1981. 

FX PH R V PB HB TOTAL 


Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
UCLA 
Iowa Slate 
Oregon 
Pern Slate 


48.00 46.20 46.75 

46.25 46.50 46.20 

46.50 47.25 46.90 

47.10 46.30 46.30 

43.25 46.10 44.70 

45.60 44.70 44.35 

41.80 46.30 45.80 

41.60 43.40 45.35 

44.00 43.20 44.15 

39.90 41.40 44.40 


It Is long past time to gt> back to regional qualiftcatlon for teams using 

both compulsory and optional, so that we can he sure all trams are 
prepared for compulsory compiitlon" — Blesterfcldi, IG 


— Francis Allen — Nebraska, Daily Nebraskan, 4 ,5-81 


"The fir.si goal Is the Team Championship, and we re in better shape 
(after compulsorles ) than we've ever been."— Jim Hartung — Nebra.^a, 


TEAM COMPETITION — OPTIONALS; 

"Nebraska rolled up a recorti optional team score ... to pull away from the 
Ill-team field. " — Ken Hamblcion. Lincoln Star, 4-4-81 


"UCLA bounced back the loss of all-around fresltman Tim Daggett, who 
dislocated his ankle at the end of his floor exercise routine, the .second 
event of the night for the Bruins." — Hambleion, Ijnciiln star 


our kids just picked it up and gave the greatest performance in UCLA 
gymnastics history." — Art Shurinek — UCLA, IJnciiln Star, 4-1-81 


"It's tough to compete here in Nebraska because ilicy have great fan 
support and always have momeiuum. W'c'rc going to give Nebraska one 
heck of a battle (in Team Finals)." - — Bart Conner — Oklahoma, press 
conference, 4-.4-8I 


(Jim Hartung was 24 for 24 tn^3 days of eompccition — Lllor ) 



Nissen An ard winner Bait Conner. 


— Conner, pres.s conference, 4-.4-81 

"I was pleased with everylhing. The pommel horse routines were my best 
ever ... I’m so proud to be in 5 finals tomormw." — Ron Galimore — Iowa 
State (4th AA), press conference, -i-3-81 


EVENT FINALS: 


"Tomorrow everybody ha.s to start (rom scratch. It's just like a triangular, 
and very psychological, everybody is pretty much drained." — Allen, press 
conference, 4-.5-81 


'Ti's the best I ve done (58i25) . . . It's not that hard to get motivated iu 
front of 11,000 Nebraska gymnastics fans " — Hartung. Omaha 
World-Herald. 4-5-81 


TEAM FINALS — NEBRASKA, OKLAHOMA, UCLA: 


"Cahoy let his emoUons (ly after completing his high bar routine. He took 
off in an excited run with his fingers held liigh to signal the Huskers were 



"(Chuck) Chmclkadidagreat job." '■Sie'’e(aiiott) went outandbrokeil 
for tis." "(Scon Johnson) is a great tfoung gymnasi." — Allen, Omalta 
World-HeraJd 


"They are a great team. We thouglu we put on a great performance and they 
7.iert — Oklahoma. Omaha World-Herald, 4-lsi 


"Ron Galimure ( 1st): full twisting tsukahara. laved out as usual stuck, 
with great hcighL unquestionably the best vault of the night, from the 
greatest vaulter In the world. lO.OOH Ron received a standing ovation. 

and gentleman receive the first lO.OO^In the ,59 rears 0(^1110 N<AA 
compeciilon." — Blcsicrfeldt, IG 

“NCAA GYM MEET TOPS CROWD MARK ” 

"Uncoln — Atiendence records were set for the NCAA Gi-mnastics 
Championships Saturday with a crowd of 11,172 at the evening individual 
finals and 8,572 at the afternoon team finals. 

The total attendance for the Ihree-da;' meet at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center was a record-setting 28,4 1 7, The previous record was 22.405." — 
Omaha World-Herald Bureau 


12 


USGF GYMNASTICS 


"OKLAHOMA’S COIVNEB WINS NISSEN AWARD" 


award after judging liim in three caiagorics — gymnasiicsacconipllshnieni! 
sportsmanship, and scholarship." — I.incoln Star. 4-2-H 1 


COMPULSORY & OPTIONAL 
TEAM SCORES 

: PH R V PB HB TOTAL 

I SS6.45 
■ 562.05 


2. Oklahoma 
3- UCLA 

4. Iowa State 

5. Oregon 


9. Ohio State 


75 44.40 271 


40 43.66 259 


65 46.25 268 


M COMPETITION — FINALS 


HB TOTAL 
18.10 284.600 
17.05 281.950 
280.500 


ALL AROUND 
FX PH n V 


1. Hartung (Nebraska) c 

2. Conner jOklanoma) e B 

3. Vidmar (UCLA) c 9 

o9 

4. GallmarB (Iowa Stale) 

5. Cahoy (Nebraska) 

6. Gaylord (UCLA) 

7. Babcock (S. Illinola) c 8 


20 9 35 
9.40 9 


60 67.65 
65 56.90 


10. Stout (Oklaliama) 


0 9.40 9.60 8 


56 56.55 112.45 


II 70 


659.70 
SS6.50 
543.25 
533.90 
631.75 
529.80 
10 10 623.40 


11. Lyona (Iowa Slata) 110 35: 11. Chmeika (Nebraska) 110.35; 13. Ray 
(Minnesota) 110.25; 14. Spivey (UCLA) 109.40: 14. Biesplel (Oklahoma) 109.40: 
16. Crumley (Oregon) 108.95; 17. Caao (UCLA) 109.90. 18. Price, Dan (Minne- 
sola) 108.70; 19. Aguero (Oklahoma) 108 35: 20. Smidi, Doug (Iowa State) 
108.30, 21. Marino (Penn Slats) 108.20; 22. Uoyal (Oregon) 107.80; 23. Hartlln 
(Iowa Stale) 107.35: 24. Forster (Penn Slate) 107.00: 25. Anlonlolll (S. Connecti- 
cut) 105.70: 26. Samsten (Illinois) 105.50; 27. Beasom (Arizona Stale) 105.40: 
28. Kennedy (N. Illinois) 10525: 29. Avery (Temple) 105.10: 30. Simon, Gregg 
(Penn State) 105.00; 31. Prady (New Mexico) 104.70: 32. McMurchl (Illinois) 
104.65; 33. Besong, Pat (Penn State) 104.36; 34. Cazares (LouBiana Slate) 
103.60:36. Garland (Oregon) 103.50: 36. Sanches (Illinois) 102.40:37. Racanelli 
(Onio stale) 101 SO; 38. Maltby (Arizona State) 101 .75: 39. Carraher (Ohio Slate) 
101.60:40. Baley (Ohio Slate) 101.55: 41. Mitchel (Illinois) 101.30. 

INDIVIDUAL FINALS 


FLOOR EXERCISE 

Yuhashi (Oregon) 

Hartung (Nebraska) 

Caso (UCLA) 

Conner (Oklahoma) 

Gaiimore (Iowa State) 

Vidmar (UCLA) 

Biesplel (Oklahoma) 

Meeker (Minnesota) 


VAULT 

Gaiimore (Iowa State) 

Shields ((iorlland)' 

Wiekstrom. Randy (CaLBerk) 
Caso (UCLA) 

Gaylord (UCLA) 

Spallina (Arizona) 

Hartung (Nebraska) 

Mikus (Nebraska) 

POMMEL HORSE 

Jennings (New Mexico) 

Bergman (Cal-Berk) 

Hartung (Nebraska) 

Stanley (Penn Stale) 

Krause (Iowa Stale) 

Hiobitts (Nebraska) 

Vidmar (UCLA) 

Conner (Oklahoma) 

PARALLEL BARS 


Cahoy (Nebras 
Hartung (Nebraska) 
Vidmar (UCLA) 
Conner (Oklahoma) 
Stoul (Oklahoma) 
Gaiimore (Iowa State) 
Ray (OSikosh) 

6 Babcock (S. Illinois) 


Hartung (N^raaka) 
Johnson, Scott (Nebrai 
Conner (Oklahoma) 


HORIZONTAL BAR 
1 Cahoy (Nebraska) 

2. Hartung (Nebra^a) 

2. Conner (Oklahoma) 

2. Babcock (S. Illinois) 

5. Stout (Oklahoma) 

6. Johnson (Nebraska! 

7 G^imore (Iowa Stale) 

8. Gaylord (Iowa State) 
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1981 NATIONAl CHAMPIONSHIPS 
RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS 
June i, S & 6 


OLYMPIC BOUND 1984 was the theme for the 9ili National MRG 
Championships in Tulsa, Oklahoma June 4, 5. ami 6ih, 19S1 4U 
gymnasts from 8 states and 1 1 teams qualified through sanctioned USGH 
Regional Competition to compete* at the Nationals on the Tulsa 
University campus. Preliminaries were held Thursday and Priday vi-iih 
Juniors and Seniors performing two events each dav in international 
order Rope, Hoop, Clubs, and Ribbon. Event finals were Saturday night 
followed by awards presented by distinguished guests from the USGF 
o9ice, Mr. Scott Crouse, National Program Director for Vt'ornen and Ed 
Zimmer US Olympic Committee Gymnastic Coordinator. 

SENIOR COMPETITION — SUE SGPFE, from Agoura ivas crowned 
Senior National Champion for the sixth time. Sue is coached by 
Romanian Ileana Iosif who recently moved to the USA from Holland 
where Sue tramed off and on for the past three vears. At 21, Miss Soffe is 
lust realizing her full potential in Rhi'ihmic Gymnastics with dreams and 
goals that point to the 1984 Olympic Games. A seasoned champion who lias 
competed around the world is respected at international meets and has 
been recognized by Dr. Josef Goehlers* International Report as being 
exciting and a top performer. Several times Sue has qualified for finals and is 
the Itrsl USA gy'mnast to win a medal in international competition. 

Lydia Bree Crabtree finished 2nd All-Around and Is Senior Event 
Champion in Rope, Hoop, and Ribbon. She combined elegance with 
International experience w'hich added up to championship performances. 
Mrs. Crabtree was a Group Team member at Che 91'orldChampionslilps in 
London, and as an individual competed in France. Bulgaria, and Brazil. At 
22, Lydia is truly a model compedtor fctr the voungcr US gymnasts. 

Valeric Zimring 16, and Michelle Berube IS, were 3rd and 4ih 
respectively with only .OS separating these two exciting young 
gymnasis. Valeric, a member of the Los Angeles Lights team has 
competed In Brazil, C/.cchoslavakia, France, and Bulgaria this year. She 
shared the first place with Lydia Crabtree in the Rope event and was 2nd 
in Hoop and .Srd in Ribbon. Michelle Bcnibc, a former student of Marina 
Davidovich who moved to Florida, is training with Dr Zinlada Mironov 
coach of the Detroit Metro Gymnasts both Soviet Master of Sport 
recipients. Miss Berube has flourislicd under these great leaclicrs, with 
1981 being her 4lll National Championship and first as a Senior. Most 
people expected her to be Junior National Champion for the list ro*o 
years but it didn't happen. Finally this year, she pul it together for a 4ili 
place senior finish and the start of a great future. Wendy Hilliard turned 
in consistent performances making Finals In all events iltai can nnlv he 
described as dazzallngf 

Selina Woolery is also a los Angeles Liglil and former Junior National 
Champion. Her expressiveness contributed to her sixth place finish in 
the Senior Division but she also gained valuable experience competing 
as alccmaie in France and Bulgaria and has a very skillful club routine 
with a third place award. 

Three of our top three Seniors suft'ered ankle injuries. Saudi Shannon a 
National Team member for the last three years h.-id to scratch only two 
days prior to Competition, Nancy Neufeld and National Team member 
competed with an ankle injury, and Kelly Zaltiiidek missed four monllis 
prior to Nationals due to ankle injury but came to perform in her home 
state of Oklahoma with great Club and Hoop rouilnex These are true 
champions. 

JUNIOR COMPETITION — 1981 National Junior Champion — Staev 
Ovcrsicr. Los Angeles l.iglits. Stacy won by having beautiful and 
consi.sleni routines. Her teammate I.isa Aaronson was second All-Around 
and Junior Champion in Rope. Staev swept the Junior Division by 
winning die Hoop. Club, and Ribbon eveni finals Both girls are coadictl 
by Alla Svitskiy USA National Coach. Mrs. Svirskiy also has a Master of 
Sport from the Soviet Union and contributed to US RJiythmic program 
by (raining m y of the top gymnasts in the country Her knowledge and 
enc^' is endless and she Is helping to train American coaches too. 

Third All-Around was awarded to Oklahoma MRG Team member 
Holly Eitclman. She finished 2nd in Clubs and third in Rope event finals. 
She ha.s planned triple turns In her routine and Is the only unc to do so. 
Her coach, Patti McCurry is the only American Coach with gi mnasts on 
the National Team. She “was selected to coach a USA ream in 
Czcchoslavakia in March of 1981. Ursula Watkins from Detroit Metro 
was fourth in the Junior divisioru She is also a National Team member 
who qualified for the National Sports Festival. 


NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM — Tiilia, June 1981 

It is very encouraging to have so m-anv new people wanting to learn 
more about MRG. Coaches, Judges, and Gymnasl.s from all over the 
country stayed after the Natiuiial Champitmsliips fur the National MRG 
Symposium on the Tulsa llniversirv campus, lamisiana, Texas. California. 
Oklahoma, New York, Arkansas, .Michigan, and Nevada were represented. 
1981-84 Compulsurics were taught by the choreographers Kathy 
Brvm-Monahan from Colorado taught Hoop, Candice Feinburg from 
Nevada laugiu Ball, Barbara Fester from California filled in for Dale 
Flansas by teaching Clubs. Patti McCurr\* from Oklahoma filled in for 
Nora Hit/el bv leaching Rope, and Maureen Brttdcrick from New York 
filled in for Maria Rakos and taught the without a])|taratus Class III Alla 
■Svirskiy was kind enough to leach the Class II Riblxin routine before her 
flight home Sunday morning. Heading up the Judging Lectures was 
Andrea Schmid the ,MRG National Chairman. Norma Zabka administered 
Che National Judging test which 10 people look. 

Deana Iosif coach of the National Champion Sue SoCTe conducted an 
excellent class for the elite gymnasts. She covered optional composition, 
combinatiotLS. and choreography with Sue dcmonstniling. 


MRG National Team Members 


Sue Soffe — 

Academy of MRG 
Lydia Crabtree — 
Independent 
Valerie Zimring — 

Michelle Berube — 

Detroit Metro- 

Wendy Hilliard — 
Detroit Metro 
Selina Woolery — 

Amy Schatz — 

Detroit Metro 
Nancy Neufeld — 

LA. Lights 
Karen Lyon — 
Detroit Metro 
KcUy Zaloudek — 
Oklahoma MRG 
Jennifer Dugan — 
Ohio 

Karla Newell — 

Detroit Mctn) 

Stacy Oversier — 

I, A Ll^tj 
Lisa Aaronson — 

LA Lights 

Holly Eitclman — 
Oklahoma MRG 
Ursula Watkins — 
Detroit Metro 
Dana Watson — 
Detroit Metro 
Beth Broderick — 
Signal Hill 
Jayne Walsh — 

Dance Works 
Daneille Williams — 
Detroit Metro 
Laura Starr — 

Detroit Metro 
Teresa Bruce — 
Oregon 

Kim Stiles — 

L A Lights 
Cara Walker — 


ileana Iosif 
Alla Svirskiy 
Alla Svirskiy 

Zina Mironov 
Alla Svirskiy 
Zina Mironov 
Alla Svirskiy 
Zina Mironov 
Patti McCurry 
Diane Massad 
Zina Mironov 
Alla Svirskiy 
Alla Svirskiy 
Patti McCiirry 
Zlna Mironov 
Zina Mironov 
Maureen Broderick 
Kath) Miller 
Zina Mironov 
Zina Mironov 
Bc-v Bruce 
Alla Svirskiy 
Alla Svirskiy 
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1981 AIAW DIVISION I NATIONALS 
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 


/1MW' Championships standout Lisa Shirk horn the llnit mity of Piiishurgh. at right lhah's Diane Ellingsiin. 
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awaiting the scares. I 'CIA's t-oacfi Jerr}- 'rnmllnson hugs Sliamn a/tcr unatlicr line prrfi)rwam.-c. 
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NATIONAL TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 
UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, TUCSON, ARIZONA 
May 1 - 3, 1981 


By Jim Gault 
Chairman, USECA 


UNITED STATES ELITE COACHES ASSOCIATION 
FIRST TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 
McKALE CENTER — TUCSON, AZ 


DIVISION I FINAL TEAM STANDINGS 


The first USECA National Team Championships was conducted 
May 1 - 2 at beautiful McKale Center on the campus at the University 
of Arizona. 16 member teams participated with over 90 gymnasts in 
attendance, Friday's competition was divided into two sessions by an 
open draw. After Friday’s results were tabulated the top 8 teams were 
placed in Division I for Saturday’s evening competition. The 7 lower 
scoring teams were placed in Division II for a separate team 
competition on Saturday afternoon. Thus, every team was able to 
compete and receive a team award in their respective divisions and 
each competing gymnast received e specially designed USECA 
National Championship medal. 

The all-around team competition was marked by many excellently 
performed routines. It is difficult to remember when so many 
gymnasts "hit" so many good routines in two days of optional 
competition. Successful double backs on floor, handspring front and 
layout l^uk vaults, Stalders and giant swings, multiple tumbling 
skills with some somersaults and double twists off beam, are now 
common occurences in advanced level meets. Itisathrilltobeapart of 
the continuing evolution of thi.s fantastic sport so aptly portrayed at 
the USECA National Team Championships. 

The highlight of the entire competition was, without question, the 
presentation of this country's first national group routine 
championships. Each team, at the conclusion of Saturday's sessions, 
performed their own unique and original compositions, combining 
dance, tumbling, and a variety of unusual antics witli special props, 
costumes, music, etc. All 8 judges participated in scoring the routines 
on the following scale: Contents: Music = .5, Originality = 1.0, 
Combination & difficulty = 2.5, Execution = 4.0,Presentation = 2.0. 

The top three teams from the afternoon session went into the finals 
joining the 8 teams from Division I, The group routine finals were held 
immediately following the all-around team competition on Saturday 
evening. A thrilling performance by the National Academy of Artistic 
Gymnastics brought an unbelievable total of Sperfect scores from the 
judges aud a standing ovation from the very appreciative audience. 

Linda Methany outdid herself in designing a dance/tumbling 
"gypsy theme"routine with colorful costumes, streamers and scarves. 
The Academy gymnasts worked with practiced precision and obvious 
enjoyment to ffie delight of those fortunate enough to be there. 
"Superman" was the theme tor the 2nd place performance by the 
Diablo Gymnastics Club with the "bad guys" finally losing out to the 
super heros. The gymnastic styled Superman costumes and Laura 
Valladao’s unique story-line choreography combined for an exciting 
routine. Only .4 of a point behind in 3rd place was the team from the 
Gymnastics Olympics. Their all-black costumes with white fringe 
down the side certainly added to the precise dance routine excellently 
choreographed by Tamara Biggs. 

The National Academy, sparked by the 38.60 all-around 
performance of Tracee Talavera, easily won the gymnastics team 
chmpionship with an impressive total of 186-80- With four members of 
their team scoring 37.00 or better (McNamara -37.60, Goldsmith 
-37.40, Mordre -37.00) they outdistanced the 2nd place Parkettes by 
3.80 points. The parkettes, led by Gina Stallone's 37.45 nailed down 
2nd at 183.00. 3rd place went to Niagara Frontier with 181.36 and 4th 
to the MG Gymnastics Club with a total of 180.80. These top 4 teams 
averaged 9-00 or better for their top 5 scores in each event. The next 4 
teams averaged 8.75 or better which means there was some very high 
level gymnastics in this competition. 

This event will be scheduled again next year at approximately the 
same time and again hosted at the University of Arizona- Our thanks 
and appreciation to the administrative staff of the U of A’s Women's 
Intercollegiate Athletic Department, to Nissen Corporation for 
furnishing the equipment, and to the coaches, gymnasts, and judges 
whose cooperation and congeniality made this event a most pleasant 
and memorable experience. 

IS 


Nat'l Academy of Artistic Qymr 
Paftettes 

MG Gymnastics Club 
Diablo Gym. Center 


ALL-AROUND 


GROUP EXHIBITION ROUTINES' 


Nat’l Academy 
Diablo Gym. Club 
Diablo Gym. Club 
Gymnastics Olympica 

Parkettes 
Niagara Frontier 

The Gymnastics Co. 
Mid-America Twisters 
MG Gymnastics Club 
Mar-Va-Teens 


'Scores do 


I tolals/standings. 


DIVISION II TEAM STANDINGS 

1. Mid-America Twisters 174.65 

2. Gymnastics Olympica 170.80 

3. Greater Omaha Gym. Gems 170 55 

4. The Gymnastes Co. 163.15 

5. GymiamI 167.55 

6. Arizona Twisters 165.35 

7. Almaden Valley No soixe 


ALL-AROUND 

1. Amy Koopman (Mid-America Twisters) 37.50 

2. Lynn Lederer (Grlr. Omaha 

Gym. Gems)- 36.40 

3. Marie Phillips [T>ie Gymnastics Co ) 36 30 

4. Cathy Reinhardt (Grlr, Omaha) 36.20 

5. Sandy Sobotka (Mid-America) 35.60 

6. Leeann Mykytyn (Arizona Twisters) 35.45 


GROUP EXHIBITION ROUTINES' 

1. GymnasUcs Olyrt^iica 53.20 

2. The Gymnastics Co. 50.10 

3. Mid-America Twisters 46.20 

4 Arizona Twisters 44.30 

5. Symiami 44 60 

6. Almaden Valley 43.50 

7 Greater Omaha Gym. Gems 42.30 

'Scores do not count toward team lolals'slandings. 
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INTERIVATIONAL GERMAN CUP 
in Wiesbaden & IngeUicim, West Germany 
May 30 - 51, 19S1 

by Abie Grossfeld 

'rhe first Internationa) German Turner Associaiiun <^up in Artistic 
Gymnastics was in Wiesbaden {llic all-around and team) on Saturday, 
and in Ingelheim (the event finals) on Sunday, Each nation brought 
three gymnasts and all their scores were totaled for a team score, llic 
United States group consisted of gy mnasts Mitch Ciaylord, Scott Johnson 
and Peter VTdmar. coach Abie Grossfeld and judge Ted Muzyezko. 

Sixteen countries took pan in the competition. The liosis. 'West 
Germany, took the iiberty of entering rwr> teams — "A" and "8". Ihc 
countries were divided Into two groups. The first group consisted of 
Italy. \'ugo5laiia, Belgium. Denmark. Netherlands, .Austria, Luxemburg, 
Greece and Germany "B" and started competing at 1:S0 p.m. The second 
group, consisting of the stronger teams. Included Ihc USA, (iermany "A”. 
Hungary. Rumania, France, Bulgaria, Spain and Norway , started at p.m. 
Germany "A" was paired with us which fadlliated comparing their 
performances with ours. Approximately 2.000 spectators watched the 
competition which was nationally telesi.scd. 

COMPETITIVE PERFORMANCES: The first day's and the Finals 
scores were totaled to determine the event champions. 




Scoff Johnson from iVebraska perfijzmed well In his first inierniirianal 
competition. 


FLOOR EXERCISE: Due to a rather hard, stiff area. .Mitch and Scon 
chose not to do a full twisting double opening. Scott also had a 
discolored painful bruise by his great toe which lie had received while 
warming up for vaulting. Scott and Peter opened up with excellent 
double pikes, while all three of our gymnasts finished svith goixl douhic 
tucks. Mitch had opened w-iili a front .somi step out roundoff flip flop 


double tuck. We received the three highest -scores the first day. Scott stuck, 
panicularlv wclL both his doubles. Due to his foot injury. Scott was forced 
to .scratch from finals w'hich permitted .Mitcli to compete in finals. (Only 
two gvmnasts from anv one counlrv were permitted in finals.) 

Since the finals were on a springy fluor. .Mitcli did liis usual tumbling 
passes; Ro ff full in. front soml ro double back, ro ff wlilp back ff double 
twist, and ro ff double back somi — 9.S5 placed second. 

Peter performed more flawlessly than' all others for a and won 

Both Hungarians In finals tumbled l ery well. Guezoghy opened with a 
triple twist, came back with a double back and ended with a double 
rwisi for a 9.6. Mokus opened with a roundoff full in double, came back 
with a triple twisi and dosed with a ro ff double tuck back (but touched 
in finals), and his connections were sloppy — 9..A5. 

Tlie first day, for all-around and team. Gienger, liandicapped by a 
noticeably tom calf muscle, opened with a low and under rotated 
double twist. He received a liigli score of 9,2. In Gienger’s beiialf, only 
his experieace enabled him to make the landing. 

Winkler, Germany, opened with a good full-in double but on his 
double twist finish, fell back on Ills scat and rolled onto his back out of 
die area. Wiili a minimum deduction of .6, his 9.25 seemed generous. 

POMMEL HORSE; Scoll hit very well for a 9.-15. Mitch was off 
balance in the middle of his routine which caused him to bru.sh the 
horse, dius he broke form on a couple of movements. On the positive 
side. -Mitch fought real well and kept the routine going to salvage a 9.05. 
Peter performed his difficult routine well until llie last reverse Magyar 
walk sequence. Being off balance on the otitw-ard pommel lotip before 
the walk. Peter improvised well and did a front in immediate back 
stockll, front vault dismount — 9.'1. 

The German team hit real well with Winkler being tlie cleanest but 
easiest routine of their team — 9.6 Gienger was a little off the first day 
antl deflnttely had an off balance causing brumes and slight knee hend in 
finals. His scores were inflated at 9.85 -and 9.8 resprceth cly. 

Guezoghv. the current Huropeon Champion, received 9.9 both days 
and won pommel horse. One part of his final routine was rnugh — few 
brushes — so 9 9 was higli. However, they had given 9.8 to Gienger who 
was not -as good. Donath, Hungary, hit clean and had enough difficulty to 
warrant the highest score, but he too got a 9.8. Pettersen, Norway, hit 
the cleanest routine of all finalists and with his one spindle sequence, 
.should have been ahead of Gienger In Rn.iLs — 9 8 

Guezoghy Stans off with a side traveling iqMndle to two other spindle 
movements and ends up with a Magyar walk. Dbviou.sly, he has excellent 
di^culry but has swing doe-s not quite have the amplitude of Magyar's or 
the Clilne.se gymnast, I.l Xiaoping, who woo the CUunlchi Cup last 
December. 

The French gymnasbi. Def and Cairon, were excellent on horse. Both 
featured Magyar walks plu.s top behind the hack work. 

RINGS; All our gymnasts held their strength parts. Good work, coaches. 

Johnson was the class of the meet on rings Scott's locked arm free 
swings to handstands, his superior power and strength and his very 
strong foil twisting doulile dismount manifested his superiority . Scott 
received 9.75 both days. The superior judge later indicated that Scott 
was irulv a world class performer on rings and iliat he had given him 
9.9. 

Vidmar did an especiaJIv good routine in finals and siiiiuld have clearly- 
taken second. Peter's handstands were stiller, his held part was longer 
and his dismount was more secure than Gicngcr's. Peter was scored 9.^ 
and Gienger 9.6 in finals (too high }. Gavlord's routine contained botli a 
well held planch anti cross. He did not seem to he fully adjusted to tile 
rings and unfortunacclv, one of his handstands w-as quite short. 
Otherwise, his routine was very good — 9.5. 

Gienger worited gotxl rings hut his cross out of his whippet (ilonma) 
while executed well, was short. His strength hold and press were 
noticeably the liest uf the Germans — even though his hollowback press 
was a bit of a struggle of the handstand — 9.7. His handstands were 
considerably shakier and his cross shorter in finals — 9.6, 

'S'inkler .swings nicely, hut his cross is verv higli and .short and his 
press Is really a swing to handstand — 9.55. Gienger also swings well but 
his hold was very’ sliort and tile press was pumpted fairly piked to a 
liandsland. He received too generous 9.7’a. 
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Dcinach. a RnoJisc In Montreal and Strasbourg and the Fi/sl to use a 
double twisting double back nff rings, did the most dilTicull routine It 
included a whippet to .straight arm swing handstand, straight arms both 
ways to handstands, a fast back roll handstand <a la free hip ) and a piked 
twisting double dismount. His strength part was short in duraiion. 

Hucurion, Rumania, .swung well and smillcd in his cros.s and 1- hut his 

VAULTING: Scott did a good layed out Tsukahara fi>r a 9. IS. He went 
off to the side a little .Mitch did an upen tucked full twisting Tsuk the 
first day for a 9.75. In the finals he excellently performed both a piked 
full twisting Tsuk and a handspring lucked from iwisi somi — his firsl 
in competilioa .Mitch placed second in vaulting. Peter did his usual 
excellent handspring piked front soml (9.85 in finals ) and a good lucked 
lull twisting Tsuk — his first In compciitUm. Peter placed first — .025 
tdiead of Mitch. Both unquestionably did the best xaulis in the meet. 

(iienger did a handspring full twist for a 9.-t5. Winkler did a good 
piked full twisting Tsuk. 

PARALLEL BARS: Scott performed an excellent P'l straddled from 
somi hand catch into dip swing forward to Kaio hop I. turn bul missed a 
grip and fell through the bars.. He remounted with the Kalii turn and 
concluded an otherwise well executed routine. He was most critically 
judged at 8.75. 

Mitch featured a back somi catch to a forward dip swing to rei crse 
straddle cut and a straddled planch press lo handstand. He was crilicall)’ 
judged at 9.55. 

Peter's performance was extra perfect featuring a Diomidov with an 
extra Va turn. A protest changed 9.65 to 9.75. Uter, the superior judge 
Informed me that he had given Peter 9.8. 

Gienger hit very well but was not as perfect as Peter. Giengcr 
received a 9.85. A point of note; Gienger was docked in the recent 
European Champioaships for not liaving an undertiar 'C in the Finals. A 
protest decided to give him ihe credit for his cast catch to front somi 
catch combtnailon. He was also given "C" credit In these finals. 

Cepoi, Rumania, performed a unique combination: A back shoulder 
roll with a ‘fy turn (turn around on upper pari of back on one bar) 
Immediately back uprise ‘A turn into from somi catch . . 

HORIZONTAL BAR: Scott performed very well but lacked the -big 
risk' part - 9.-* Peter missed his straddled from catch (Jaeger) but 
otherwise performed very well — - 9.1. This mishap cvcnlurally proved 
lo cost him the all-around title. 

Mitch performed his routine excellently which contained his unique 
116 front .somi over the bar catch ((iaylord) and was given a 9.'. After a 

on shout hup to under^ip immediate stoop through lu inverteds and a 
high virtuous foil twisting double fiyawav. In the final.s. .Much performed 
last and needed a 9.85 to win. He receit^ a 9,85, 

champion and current European Champion as of a week, had received a 
well deserved 9.9 just prior to Mitch. The previous day Giengcr had had 

questioned the 9.t. His routine: With overgrtp shoot lo handstand hop 
to undergrip, one Iront giant. Endo shoot, one front glam, forward full 
pirouette to dislocate grip one arm giant, rise with dislocate grip and 
hop to other arm and from piniucttc (opposite normal dircclion), one 
hack giant, hop full turn over bar and catch imo one arm hack gtam 
circle, then two arm giant to flyaway '/: twist catch (Gienger). kip 
change, one from giant, stoope through lo inverted hop from pirouette, 
giant. Staldcr shoot, giant full in double flyaway. 

Donath. Hungary, a finalist in Mumreal used tlirce fast spins on one 
arm. A Ono turn to undergrlp from inveneds, a Takemoto to a straddle 

fjucaoghy. Hungary, uses both a front somi caich and a fiiawav 
twisi catch. 'Winkler did a from somi full twist catch In fin;ils ru' my 
knowledge this was the first lime It w-as performed In competition. He 
also used a front piked catch. The twist sort of goes around the s:dc. but 
was well appreciated by all. 

CONCLUDING STATEMENTS: The Germans and the Hungarians liad 
■heir best three gymnasts and both had an exccllcni compeililon. 
especially the Germans. Our g)-mnasts h.id four ftulls that cost a loss of 
bvo points Thus the Germans beat us by 1.8 and took 1, 2 and .5 In 
all-around, while we took 4, 6 and 9. Vldmar scored 5”..A0 to Gienger's 
57.75. Gaylord was at 57.00 and Johnson scored 56.50. Now for a hig tf: 
If Peter had not fiillcn off high bar on his Jaeger, he would have won the 
all-around. 

Attending the competition, the bcai ride and receptions was the 1952 
(ierman Olympic gymnastics team which included the 1956 Ohinpic 


all-around champion, Alfred Schwartzmann. Schwarizmann was the first 
to perform the free hip handstand hop lo undergrip, immediate .squat 

1952 Olympic Games and won the silt ct medal when he was -iO years 
old. He al-so is credited with originating the hecc dismount from high 
bar. It was a pleasure lalking w ith Herr .Schwartzmann and having him 
tell me how much he enjoyed w-aiching our gviiinasis Helmut Bantz, 
also a former Olympic champion, told us that we were most innovative 
and wonderful. Our gvmnasis performances were really appreciated as 
indicated by the impression of some very knowiedgeahic people. 

finals, our dominance was shown bv winning 5 out of 6 Cicms along 
with 5 second. Vidmar won floor exercise and vaulting vs iih Gaylord 
placing second In Isotli these events. Johnson won the rings with Vidmar 
placing second. Vidmar woo his ihird event-parallel bars and Gaylord 
won high b-ar. The accomplishments of our t oung gs mnasu would have 
dime any of us proud. After finals, the Germans were astonished. Our 

German newspapers for oi ■ new found world status. 

Ted Myzvczko was m helpful and did a tremendous job. Before the 
competition, the meet director did not have Ted listed as a superior 
judge Ted feeling that Iw would have a greater impact as a superior 
judge asserted himseJ'’ bus, he was superior fudge in vaulting the first 
day and was superior judge on both floor exercise and t tulllng in Finals. 

It seems that one arm skills open a new realm of possibilities on high 
bar and will undoubtedly be a source for future top high bar 
performances. In order to facilitate a more secure grip for one arm skills, 
dowels will have to be used. So start learning how- to work with the 
dowels. A key concern is to not get the handgrip caught on the bar. A 

Ihe grip, rather than to allow the grip to become slack, should help 
alleviate the grip getting caught. 

and conducted. The experience was miwi prtxluctive and beneficiaJ 


GOLDEN SANDS INTERNATIONAL 
GYMNASTIC COMPETITION 
Varna. Bulgaria June 5, 6. 1981 
By Sandy Thlelz, USA Judge 


The USA delegation composed of gymnasts Tracee Talavera and 
Julianne McNamara, Mizo Mizoguchi and myself left on June 1 for 
Varna, Bulgaria to take part in the XI Golden Sands Gymnastics 
Meet. Our hotel was m the resort area known as the "Golden 
Sands". The weather was warm and sunny; the country and the sea 
were beautiful. 

On Thursday morning, J une 4, we traveled to the competition site to 
train. The competitive Iloor was small, with all Reuther equipment, 
and very little seating capacity. Our warmups went smoothly and 
Tracee and Julianne looked sharp and ready to compete. 

I was head judge in the vault. In vault preliminaries there were 
15 handspring front tuck vaults performed, the best one being 
Tracee’s even though her score was a 9.20. Other vaults performed 
were six Takahara tuck vaults, 15 Tskahara layouts. 20 Takahara 
pike vaults, 8 Tskahara tuck with full twist vaults, 4 handspring 
full twists, 2 handspring from; tuck with A twist (McNamara and 
Talavera from the USA). 1 handspring front pike with Mi twist 
(McNamara — USA). 1 handspring, 1 yamashita, and a full on-full 
off. The only uncommon vault was Marinova from Bulgaria who 
performed a good handspring A turn back .salto and received a 9.50 
average. This was a good vault with a slight landing problem and a 
little directional error. In general the Bulgarians and the 
Americans were the best vaulters and showed the most flight and 
dynamics. There were 6 falls in the vault- The only gymnasts in the 
preliminary competition to perform two different vaults were 
Julianne and Tracee. Julianne fell on her second vault (handspring 
front pike with A twist), but she and Tracee executed excellent first 
vaults. 

The top six all-around places were awarded to all Bulgarian gym- 
nasts. Tracee placed 9th with a 36.85 while Julianne tied for 7th 
with a 37.15. 

Because Tracee and Julianne were .scheduled to compete in vault 
finals, Julianne in the bar finals, Tracee in beam finals, and both 
Tracee and Julianne in floor finals, I was not allowed to judge due 
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to using neutral Judges. We scratched Julianne from vault finals 
because her ankle was bothering her and we felt her chances for 
winning a gold medal in floor exercise were greater than in the 
vault. Tracee performed very good vaults and received a 9.30 and 
an 8.90 putting her in 6th place. 



Tram Talavera (above) lied nilli her tcawniaie Juhanne McNamara for ;i 
.<i//ver medal on floor. 


The Spanish gymnast and the Soviet gymnast both received 
deductions for performing "B” vaults in the Finals. These vaults 
were Tskahara piked and a handspring full twist. In general, 
vaulting was adequate, certainly not spectacular, with very few 
unusual or innovative vaults. In preliminary bar competition the 
Americans were the first two gymnasts to compete. This held true 
again for finals for Julianne. She was the second gymnast to 
compete and her score flashed as a 9.75. We noticed later however, 
that it had been changed to 9.95! Her routine was flawless with 
great swing and the most interesting routine with excellent 
technique. It was by far and away the best executed routine of the 
entire competition. Everyone, including the crowd, other coaches, 
judges, and gymnasts felt that Julianne deserved the gold medal. 
She placed second due to a 9.20 which carried over from 
preliminaries. Julianne made quite an impression on everyone 
connected with the competition. 1 felt this was good exposure for her 
prior to the World Championships in November. 

There were few good routines in finals on bars. The German gym- 
nast performed a sole circle 1V<2 turns and a hecht back sallo dismount; 
however she executed poor casts and very poor kips. The Korean 
gymnasts showed stock routines with poor kip technique, while 
Slrijina (USSR) fell on her front sal to on the high bar. She did perform 
a clear hip handstand with a full turn after the handstand. Marivona 
(Bulgaria), the winner of the gold medal, performed a Kriesel and a 
hechl back salto dismount. Her casts and stalder circles were with 
bent arms and an arched body. We found it difficult to believe she 
scored higher than Julianne. 

Tracee represented the USA in beam finals with a good routine. 
She performed an excellent mount (double leg circle), her "Thomas 
Flair" was also good. She had a small balance problem on the aerial 
cartwheel, but recovered well and went on to perform her three 
back handsprings in a row. Tracee received a 9.55 and placed third. 
1 had the priviiedge of awarding the medals to the beam winners 
and it was a marvelous pleasure to place the medal around Tracee's 
neck! A job well done! 

On beam there were only a few unusual elements performed: 
Barta (Hungary! performed a niamadov, Strijina (U^RI did a 
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round off to a full twist layout on the beam, and Topalova 
(Bulgaria) executed a one arm flip-flop. There were five falls during 
the beam finals, three of these falls by Munos of Spain. She was the 
smallest and the cutest gymnast in the meet (approximately 3T0”) 
and became everyone’s favorite. 



composition: an award well desen-ed.U. She made her double pike back, 
her front fhroiigh to the doable full, and her double full at the end. The 
crowd loved Jullanne's routine and she received a 9-~5 villi one iudge 
awarding her a lO.O!" 

During the floor exercise finals we saw many styles of perfor- 
mances. none which compared to the USA. After the competition, 
Julianne received an award for the most original floor exercise 
composition: an award well deserved. Every routine was performed 
to orchestrated music, many using American music. Martinkova 
from Czechoslovakia performed a double tuck back twice in her 
routine, but did no front tumbling. Standt (GDR) did her routine to 
"West Side Story" and executed a double pike back, a double full, 
jump with a double turn, switch leg leap to a scale which was 
slightly low and finished with a side salto. Julianne showed great 
tumbling with excellent composition. She made her double pike 
back (the girls thought the Reuther spring floor was very hard), her 
front through to the double full, and her double full at the end. The 
crowd lovod Julianne's routine and she received a 9.75 with one 
judge awarding her a 10-0! A triple full, the only one of the meet, 
was performed by Grantcharova of Bulgaria who executed a double 
back salto. Tracee's routine however, was the routine everyone will 
remember. She completed her double back salto, but her front salto 
through to a full twist and double twist at the end of the exercise 
were a little low. The judges awarded her a 9.80 average with one 
judge scoring a 9.9. The scores were in range, however the meet 
referee walked ovepiand began to tell the judges that Trscee was 
missing an element and her score was too high. At this point, Mizo 
and I began to explain to her that the scores were in range and that 
she was indeed not missing an element. This "discussion" lasted for 
about five minutes which angered the crowd who seemed to be in 
favor of the 9.80. Eventually the score stayed at a 9.80 average and 
Tracee and Julianne tied for second place in floor exercise. 

We experienced beautiful weather in Varna and eryoyed our two 
days at the beach. On Sunday Che Bulgarian Federation invited us 
to their closing banquet, The USA was well represented by our 
gymnasts who did an excellent job. I was proud to be a part of this 
delegation and would like to thank the USGF for such a fine 
opportunity. 


RESULTS 

QOLOEN SANDS INTERNATIONAL 
GYMNASTIC COMPETITION 
Varna, Bulgaria June 5. 6, 19B1 


ALL AROUND 


1 Marinova 

2. Topalova 

3. Trayanova 

4. Markova 

5. Oemirevs 

S. Grantcharove 
7. McNamara 
7. StrSIna 
9. Talavera 
10, Munos 


VAULT 


Coun- Inaty 
try Score 


Final 

Score Total 


1. Marinova BUL 

2. Demireva BUL 

3. Vladau ROM 

4. Tcbue Jong Sll KOR 

5. Talavera USA 

6. Martnko TCH 


9.50 9.475 18.975 

9.66 9,200 18.750 

9.20 9.4S0 18.050 

9.10 9.3S0 18.450 

9.20 9.100 18.300 


UNEVEN BARS 


1. Marinova BUL 

2. McNamara USA 

3. Topalova BUL 

4. Vlerblckl GDR 

5. Tchue Mil Hiang KOR 

6. Tchue Jong Sil KOR 


9.65 

9.20 

9.60 


9.20 

9.25 

9.05 


15.25 

19.15 


18.40 

18.25 


3. Talavera 


5. SIrijina 



FLOOR EXERCISE 


1 . Qrantonarova BUL 

2. McNamara USA 

2. Talavera USA 

4. Stnjina USSR 

5. Marinova BUL 

6. Martinkova TCH 

6. VierbickI GDR 


9.75 9.80 1955 

9.75 9.75 19,50 

9.70 9.00 19.50 

9.60 9.60 19.20 

9.80 9.35 19.15 

9.45 9.50 18.95 

9.45 9.50 18.95 


FRANCE — JUNE 12 - 17, 1981 

ANTIBES — ORLEANS GYMNASTICS COMPETITIONS 
USA GyiniiaaC: Sheri Maiui MG'a Silver Spring, Maryland 
USA Coach: Greg Wiess 

Delegation Leader and Judge: Sharon Weber 
Participating Nations: Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Great Britian, 
Hungary, Norway, Poland, China, 
Czcchoelavahia, Switzerland, USSR, 
France, and USA. 

ReaultaforUSA: Sheri Mann won 1 Gold, 2 Silver and 4 Bronze 

General Impressions; Antibes — The hosting Job at meet one n’as very- 
warm and friendly. The gym was small, a little bit larger than a basketball 

was at least yO degrees. Vl'arm-up time was more than adequate. Opening 
ceremonies were artful, even exquisite. Award presenimions were very 
impressive. People at this meet seemed to be looking for good 
performances from the American. In linais, Shari got the only standing 
ovation of the meet — 9.85 on bars. The crowd was very receptive to USA. 

Orleans — The warm-up day for the second meet was also a travel day, 
The kids were dead. Performances improved, but scoring really seemed to 
drift. The competitive area was easily three times as large as the one in 
Antibes. Opening ceremonies were impressive, but the crowd didn't seem 
nearly as friendly. By this time, the paper.s had written quite a bit about 
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USGF Women's Championships 
American Cup 

Men's World Championship Trials 
Women's World Championship Trials 




American Athletic 
Equipment 

200 American Avenue 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 USA 

TWX-91 0-520-1 031 
Ph: 800-247-3978 




Riatova 


Americans in Ihearea had heard of Shari and had come to spur heron. 'lilt 
finals crowd seemed like a pro-American crowd. 

Observations: Antibes — The Chinese Girls. V!'u Wen-1.1 and Zhou 
Xialtong, were thirteen >-ears old and looked like they were nine or ten, In 
warm-ups after about twenty' seconds of walking up and down the beam, 
Wu Wen-Li did a round-off double baek, pike, dismount, nailed. Buth 
Chinese girls spent about fifteen minutes warming up beam. Their skills 
Included round-off tuck on beam: back dive to handstand, straddle down: 
round-off' full-twisling back somersault on the beam, full-in double back 
dismount, "niesc and limited balletic skills were warmed up In fifteen 
minutes. The full on the beam was hit about of the time. I'he full in 
dismount was nailed every time, by Wu Vt'en-U. 

On fX. the Cz girl Labakora, warmed up double back pike (first pass), 
triple twist (second pass), double back tuck (third pass) on the floor. She 
also double back pikes off the beam, but not as easily as \Tu Wen-I j. 

The Polish girl, Achroatow. docs a hccht-back off bars well- She is 5'5" 
and weighs about 1 IU-1 IS pounds. 

Everyone seemed to have trouble with the bar grip. Wu Wen-Li slipped 
off on staldcrs several times. The Chinese did very little warm-up on bars. 
Most girls took light warm-ups. The Russians, French, Rumanians were to 

On the morning of the meet. June 1 2, Carliera of Russia and Filatova 
worked out quite extensively. Carlicva did a round-off full on the beam 

double back on floor. Filatova w anned up lightly on floor, no double backs, 
spent a lot of time on beam, no big skills, and did scores of bent -knee, 
arch-back giants on bars. Their workout lasted 2 hours. All others stretched 
and worked out very lightly. 


Antibes Meet Results — 
VAULT 
LaDakovs (Cz) 

Catlieva (USSR) 


Mann (USA) 

Wu Wen-Ll (Ch) 

Zhou Xiahorg (Ch) 
Filatova (USSR) 
Gale (GB) 
Achmatow (Poi) 
Prado (Brazil) 
Cramalikova (Bui) 


tsuk full 9.7 

tsuk full 9.S 


full-on full-off 9.4 

tsuk full, tuck 9.4 

layout tsuk 9.2 

pIkeKuk 9.19.2 

layout Isuk 9.1 

layout Isuk 9.0 

pike tsuk B.7 

layout Isuk 8.3 


Crooked going on, almost In 
pike, a bit short 
easily done, high open 
pcsition, 
almost straight 



stalls a lilUe. not high 
really low. shon 
good layout 


pretty high 
legs apart short 


— full. Score should have been an 8.9 
Nailed double back tuck; arabian slep-out to 
double-full: last pass — doubie-fuil (high), 
full-lh. easy; 1 'A twisi slep-out 10 double-full: 
Iasi pass — double beck pike, 
double back, luck; full; double back, pike, 
double back, tuck; two whip back passes to a 
tuck single and a pike single, 
double back luck, 2 and Vi twister, 
double back lo her stomach. 


Obscn'ations during warm-ups and finals in Orleans — In Orleans, 
warm-up sessions were much lighter, because the gymnasts were tired. The 
French added twn new gymna.us, who were generally stronger Ulan those 
in Antibes, laibakova warmed up at least fifteen times, giants lu a rc%-erse 
hechl going toward the low bar. She caught roughly 20% of them. She 

double ftill. Wu Wen-Li added an underswing-front with 2 IVi twist 
dismount, which she made one out of ten times — in the meet. All other 
routines were similar to those in Antibe.s. Though the above mentioned 
warm-ups suggested iabakova would use her reverse hcchl. she didn't use 
it in the meet. One of the few changes in the meet was Filatova’s flip-flop 
flip-flop double-Hill off Ijeam, w hicli she hadn't done in warm-ups at all 
Competition in both all-around and finals was surprisingly good, 
coasidering licjw tired the gymnasts were. They all came up for the meet. 


Orlcaas Meet Results 
VAULT 

Labakova (Cz) lauk lull 


Mann (USA) 
Hawco (Canada) 
Wo Wen-Li (Ch| 
Gals (GB) 

Filatova (USSR) 
Zhou Mahong (Ch) 


layout Isuk 
lull-on lull-off 
IV. on V. off 
full-on lull-olf 
pike tsuk 
layout tsuk 
tsuk full 
layout Isuk 

handsprirtg-franf 

handspnng-lull 


7.75 

9.5 

e.ss 


7.85 

B.B 

7.75 

7.S 




BARS 


BARS 






Labakova 9.5 

Zhou Xiahong 9.4 

Mann 9.1 

Achmatow 8.9 

Wu Wen-Li 7.5 


Giants: big, sloinach over type. Delchav. 
Back straddle to a handstand. Comaneci 
dismount, low. 

Archy giants, a stalled double flyaway, 

E>tra tree hip, toe-on halt-out. 

Whlp-it front flip, hecht-back, and she ran out 
of It, 

Both sialders on low oar. giants on high Oar. 
slipped off on slalder on high bar. 


BEAM 

In this section, I will list r 

Zhou Xiahong 9,5 

Filatova 9.15 

Mann 9.1 

Labakova 9.05 

Carlleva 9.0 

SWfCzer (Hung) 7.2 

Gale 6.95 




Double back pika off, hit cold. 

From tha ^da, Iront aerial mount to back; 
layout, step-out; tt-tl-layout dismount: hit 

2 falls. FF-layouL slep-out: double back 
dismount, cowboyed 

Missed romd-otf full on beam. Did double 



FLOOR EXERCISE 


Mann 9.85 

Zhou Xiahong 9.55 
Labakova 9.5 

Filatova 9.3 

Slezakova 8.25 


Hit cold. Slalder drop handstand, tree hip to 
Brause; free-hip hacht-back oft high, nailed. 
Hit the routine; stuck her double. 

Hit. Slants; low Comaneci dlsrnounl. 

Hit. Giants lo a Detchav; low Comaneci over 
the low lor dismount. 

Hit the routine, but form breaks in spots. 


BEAM 

Wu Wen-U 9.8 


Mann 9.4 

Labakova 9.1 

Filatova 8.9 


HiL Round-oil full on beam; full-in dismount 

Backwalkovei-luck: tf-tf; round-oft double 
back dismount, big hop forward. 

back layout shaky: ft-ff-double-luD oft 
dismount loose. 


FLOOR EXERCISE 
Wu Wen-Li 9.8 

Labakova 9.7 

Filatova 9.85 

Mann 9.35 

Storezar 9.15 

Zhou Xiahong 8.9 


Full-in; 1'A twist through to double-full; third 
pass-double-back pike nailed. 

Round-ofI whip-back ft whip-back double-lull: 
double-full: double-back dismount. 

Nice routine. Double-back pike: allernale 
lulls: a loose double-full at the end. 

Stepped out on double back. No tall. 
Double-back tuck: two whip-backs If tuck: 

back, pike, stuck in third pass. 
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“We chrome 
for keeps- not 
for looks. 
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Let lis send you a FREE copy of our 
latest 50-page catalog! 


"We nickel-chrome plate our equipment 
— always have. If it looks better, that’s 
fine, but the beauty Is in the way It works 
for gymnasts. 

"Chromeplatmg makes for a better 
locking surface on adjustable equipment. 
It’s easier to maintain and It stands up to 
years of hard use without showing signs 
of wear and corrosion." 

Built for action over the longterm. 
System MIssen apparatus Is built on 
flexing tubular steel bases. This system 
provides the stability you need and the 
responsiveness that can enhance 
performance. 

And our method of using 

allows you to 

specifications change. No matter how old 
your equipment, you can bring It up to 
spec with simple hand tools. 

At Nissen, we design gymnasium 
equipment to perform . . . and then we 
build it to last. 



Ceflar Hapida 


Men’s EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 1981 
Bill Sands 

Director of Education and Research 


On May 23 and 24 the best male gymnasts in Europe met in Rome. 
Italy for the 1981 European Championships. The Soviet team of 
Makuz, Korolev, and Tkatchev dominated the competition by taking 
first through third places in the all around and winning several 
events. The competition took place in the Palazzo Dello Sport which is 
one of the most impressive sports facilities anywhere. 




The competition consists of three gymnasts per country and one 
alternate. There are no team scores. The performances were excellent. 
Some of the highlights of the competition included Korolev's (USSR) 
triple flyaway from the rings and his double layout somersault mount 
on floor exercise. The winner of pommel horse was Gyorgy Guezoghy 
of Hungary, said to be Magyar’s protege'. His pommel horse work is a 
sigh t to behold as he does spindles on different parts of the horse and a 
Magyar travel. Vaulting was won by Bogdan Makuz (USSR) with a 
layout Tsukahara with a full twist. Makuz also won the parallel bars 
with 19.70 and included a double pike somersault dismount. The 
horizontal bar was contested to a Lie for first place with Tkatchev 
(USSR) and Eberhard Geinger (GDRi sharing the medal. Both 
routines were excellent but Geinger was the cleat victor in my 
opinion. Geinger’s routine contains a stem to California hop to 
immediate Endo Shoot. ^ full twisting flyaway over the bar to catch 
with one arm to a one arm giant, and a full pirouette to a one arm eagle 
grip giant and hop out with a half turn. Score for each 19.80. 

The European Championships are very highly prized by the 
European gymnasts and represent one of the premiere contests of the 
comp^itive year. Look for these gymnasts in the upcoming World 
Championships and the 1984 Olympic games, most assuredly they 
will be there. 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS - 
Rome, Italy 
May 23 - 24, 1961 
•FX PH R V 

1 Tkachev, Alex 9,75 9.66 9.75 9.S0 

USSR 

2 Koraiev. Juri 9.80 9.7E 9.80 9.75 

USSR 


MEN 


Optional 
PB HB AA Total 
9.75 9.90 58.60 


8 50 9.60 58.30 



3 Makuz. Bogden 

USSR 

4 Bfuckoer, Roland 

ODA 

5 Nikolay, Michael 

ODA 

6 Ouczdhy, Qyorgy 

7 Gienger, Eberhard 

RFA 

B Hoffmann, Lutz 
DDR 

9 Geiger. Jurgen 

RFA 

10 Bojiard, Michel 

Fra 


9.45 

9.75 

9.40 


9.75 

9.70 

9.80 


9.35 

9.70 


9.70 9.60 

9.40 9.60 


9.40 


9.76 


9.50 


9.70 

9.65 

9.60 

9.30 

9.50 

9.60 


9.70 

9.70 

9.65 

9.55 


9.75 

9.60 

9.60 


9.65 

9.35 

9.50 


58 20 
58.00 
57.85 
57.75 
57 50 
57.40 
57.25 
57.20 


WOMEN’S EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 1981 


The 1981 Women’s European Championships look place on May 
2nd and 3rd in Madrid, Spain. The competition proved to be an upset 
as the German Democratic Republic contingent lead by Maxi Gnauck 
bettered the Soviet and the Romanian squads to dominate the 
competition. 

Maxi Gnauck of the Germah Democratic Republic was the victor in 
the all around with 39.26. The second place medal went to Grigoras of 
Romania and third to Misnik of the USSR. The Soviet squad clearly 
faltered in the contest as each gymnast had at least one major break in 
her routines during preliminaries and 
Bilcherove managed to bit only vaulting. Although they showed some 
very high caliber gymnastics they did not compete well and were 
forced down the gymnastics ladder. 

The German Democratic Republic squad had one fall on balance 
beam during the preliminaries and otherwise went through the 
competition flawlessly. The Romanian team shined in Grigoras but it 
appears that without their coach, Bela Karoly, they are lacking some 
lesidership. The team consisted of Rodica Dunca and Emilia Eberle. 
Although Dunce did a very fine job Eberle looked weak and tired. She 
did not make finals on any event and was clearly struggling to get 
through training and competition. 

The Czechoslovakian team along with Bulgaria showed some real 
promise as they have improved markedly over their performances in 
Fort Worth in 1979. Some of the highlights of the competition 
included full ins on floor exercise from Grigoras (Romania), Gnauck 
(DDR), and Topelova (Bulgaria). Vaulting saw some interesting vari- 
ations of handspring half turn to back somersaults and the layout 
Tsukahara with a full twial from Topelova. Balance beam showed a 

ping too long before tumbling elements and Ilienko from the Soviet 
Union did a split leap to immediate gainer back tuck by swinging the 
trailing leg forward at landing. Uneven bars saw a Tkatchev from a 
giant swing by Misnik (USSR) and Gnauck's beautiful technique as 
her Voronin vault now really looks like a Voronin vault. 

No ten point scores were given and the judging was fairer than 
usual. Maxi was flawless and clearly deserved the victory. There were 
no team scores kept so a team winner was not announced but we 
should be aware that the Europeans are getting much better and we 
should work hard accordingly. 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS — WOMEN 
Madrid, Spain 
May 2-3, 1981 


1 Gnauck. Maxi (RDA) 

2 Grgoras. Cristina (RUM) 

3 Misnik. Alla (UR5) 

4 Dunca, Rodica (RUM) 

4 lUenko. Nataija (URS) 

6 Randier. Erika (HON) 

6 Zemanova, Radka (TCH) 
6 Voigt Franka (RDA) 

8 Sanff, Birgit (RDA) 

10 RulfovB, Jana (TCH) 

10 Toneva, Krasimira (BUL) 
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For all the agilitv— and strength— and expertise demanded in gymnastics, it can still be a 
hozardous undertaking. And protecting its participants, whatever their roles, requires a very 
special kind of skill, 

That's why you should look at the Rhulen insurance program. With liability protection up to 
Sl.OOO.OOOond a down-to-earth premium based on moximumenrollmentiifsthemost cost-effective 
onswer to your coverage problems. And, it also provides accident/medical reimbursement 
protection and premium finoncing privileges, 

The U.S.AI.G.C. and the U.S.G.S.A agree. 

They've sponsored ond endorsed Rhulen's Generol Liability ond Accident/Medical policies 
on behalf of their entire membership. 

Look into it yourself. Call Neil Mahoney or Jon Forrow TOLL FREE at 800-431-1270 for an immediate 
quotation, oraskforourfree brochure. They can heipwithyourproblemsonywhere in the 50 states. 






VZ AGENCY, INC. 


Gymnastics Insurance Specialists 


217 BROADWAY, MONTICELLO, N.Y. 12701 
(914) 794-8000 

Outside New York Statecalltoll free 800-431-1270 


Offices in: IVew York City; Westbury, L.i.; Greer. S C ; 
Phoenix. Ariz. Levittown, Po . Liberty, N.Y; Atlonlo, Go.; 
Los Angeles, Calif ; Fort Collins, Coio. 


1981 USGF 
Congress 

Fort Worth, Texas 
September 24 - 27, 1981 



Save Up To 40% 

On Guaranteed Air Fares! 

user AIR RESERVATIONS 
1-800-433-5656 Nationwide 
1-800-792-8709 (in Texas) 


We have arranged special air fares to save 
you up to 40% off the full coach class fares 
to Fort Worth. 

How To Make Reservations 
To book these special fares; you make 
your reservations directly through our toll 
free travel numbers. Tell the receptionist 
you would like to book the special USGF 
air fares for the Congress. Call now to 
get the flight times of your choice. 





Keep your cool this summer with 
Alpha Factor Cottoii-blend leotards 


Made with a blend 
ol 46% cottoa 
46% polyester and 
8% lycra, Alpha 
Factor cotton- 
blend leotards 
give you not 
only the durability 
and fit you expect 
from Alpha Factor, 
but also the 
extra comfort you 
need on hot 
summer days. 

Clip the coupon 
below and put 
Alpha Factor 
leotards to your 
test. 





B-350 ''COTTON LYCEA'' TANK " 
BelollPnce ChUd S13C» AduilSiSOO 
B-351 "COTTON LYCRA! SHORT SLEEVE" 
ReloU Pnc& Child S1400 Adult S1600 
B-362 "COTTON LYCRA’ LONG SLEEVE " 
Retail Price Child 31500 Adult S1700 
B-353 "COTTON LYCRA' V-NECK 
SLEEVELESS" 

Retail Price. Child S1400 Adult S16.00 
B-364 "COTTON LYCRA" V-NECK 
LONG SLEEVE" 

Relail Price, Child 516.00 Adult S1&00 


COlQISi 

Black. Burgundy. Navy 

Child-SmaU (4-6). Intermediate (6X-7). Medium (S-IO), 
Large (12-14) 

Adult— Petite. SrridU. Medium. Large 


Please send me the (oUcwmg leotards. 



SUBTOTAL 

Shipping/Handling 
Within Contirienldl US. 

Include 5200 (Outside 
Shipping BUledAt Cost) 



TOTAL 

1 Check/Money Order Enclosed 
(Amount ) 

pieoseSendCOO (COD Fee 5140 AddiUonal) 

Please moke checks pcryaPIe in US. tunds to, 

Alpha Factor, 16 West Maple Slieet, East Prospect, Perma [7317 



USGF CALENDAR 



sdid in 

pewter, finished r 
I A. silver B. sold 
■ Specify style 
{ no. and finish. 

I Money bacfc t/ not 



AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


■1 - 10 South African Cup 
South Africa 

6 ■ 9 National AAU Jr, Olympics 
Wake Forest University 
Winston-Salem. 

North Carolina 

6 - 8 USA vs. China 

Honolulu. Hawaii 

Contact: Mike Russell 808/525-7755 

13 - 15 USGF 3rd Elite Zone Meets 

14 USGF Modern Rhythmic 
Invitational 

Los Angeles, Califomla 

Contact; Robin Spector 213/204-1980 

17-19 Single Elimination 
Tournament 

MGM-Grand Reno. Nevada 
Contact; Joe Rooney 702/33I-400I 

20 - 22 National AAU Elite 
Championships 
University of Utah — 

Greg Marsden 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

26 - 30 Japan Jr. Girls Invitational 

Tokyo & Sapparo. Japan 

27 - 29 USGF 2nd Elite Nationals 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Contact: Claudia Cagle 505/292-0764 

30 Ceasars PaUce Inviudoital 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


17 • 19 USA Team Trials 

for World Championships 
Colorado State University — 

Ft. Collins, CO 

Contact Shelia Walker 303/491-5081 

24 • 29 USGF Congress 

Hyatt Regency 817/870-1234 
Ft. Worth, Texas 
Contact: USGF 817/485-7630 


OCTOBER 

21 - 24 MRG World Championships 
Munich, Germany 


NOVEMBER 

1 - 8 Pole Star Games 

Ravaniemi, Finland 

13 • 20 FIG Congress 
Moscow, USSR 

22 29 21st World Championships 
Moscow, USSR 

DECEMBER 

1 - 9 Chunichi Cup 
Japan 

10 • 12 Coca-Cola Invitational 
London. England 

13-25 Junior International 
lavltactonal 
Hungary 


IGYMNASTICS 

The Official Publicaeion of the United States Gymnastics Federation 


Presently published six times per year by the 
United Scetes Gymnastics Federation, the 
Internationally recognized national governing 
body for gymnastics in the United States. 




United States 
Gymnastics Federation 

P.O. Box 7686/Forl Worth, Texas 76111/(81 7)485-7630 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 

Please enter my subscription to USQFQYUNASTICS, enclosed find my check for 
S8.00 made payable to the USGF. Price effective till Sept. 1at, 1981. 


30 


USGF GYMNASTICS 


When you’re 
loolun^ 
for selection... 


For unrivalled selection, come to Leo’s where it all began over five and a half 
decades ago! Leo’s knows your needs. Leo’s Mylon Leo-Tards come in a choice 
of 24 colors, and are available in special school colors, too. And talk about 
comfortable fit— Leo’s Lycra Spandex Leo-Tards are the only actionwearwith both 
200% stretch in width and 200% stretch in length. Comes in a choice of 15 colors. 
There are scoop and V-necks, zip and no-zip fronts, MockT necks and long sleeve 
turtle necks, Kriss-Kross styles— a world of Leo-Tards to choose from. 





So when you look for selection. 


Look for the 
Leo-Tard Label! 


ind csn assure speedy delivery Dealer i 
jghoul the world by those who live, slu 








1981 

USGF 


Hyatt Regency — Fort Worth 
At The Convention Center 
81 5 Main Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 761 02 


CONGRESS 

September 24 Through 27, 1981 

Register with the USGF and mail your Hyatt Reservations eariy, 


Reservations: 

Hyatt — Fort Worth 
817/870-1234 
Please Request USGF Room Rate 


USGF Registration: 

Mail To: 

USGF Congress 

P,0, Box 7B8B 

Fort Worth, Texas 7B1 1 1 


Cost: S35,00 

Includes admittance to all USGF activities, 
clinics, demonstrations, lectures and exhibits, 
plus — banquet/cocktaiis reservations 
$40,00 Registration Fee after Sept, 5th 


'81 USGF Congress Activities 


'Q1 USGF Congress Acdvities 
Men and Womens' Technicel Clinics and Damonstracions 
Panel Discussions 

Sports Madicins Walk-In Information Clinic 

Films and Video-Taoes ~ Gymnastics Competition and Instruction 

Modern Rhythmic Gymnastics 

USGF Associations' Mastlngs 

Artists Gallery (Interested Artists Please Contact USGF Officel 
General Assembly. Banquet and Awards 
Gymnastics Products Exhibitors 


'81 USGF Congress Speakers 

Bela and Marta Karoli -- Former Romanian National Coaches 

James Garrick. M.D. — Chairman, USGF Sports Medicine Committee 

Thomas Tutko, Ph.D — Chairman. USGF Sports Psychology Committee 

Jerry George, Ph D. — Chairman, USGF Bio-Mechanics Committae 

George Lesmas, Ph.D. — Chairman, USGF Exercise Phyaioiogy Committee 

Maseyuki Wetanabe — USGF Mens Program Director 

H. Scott Crouse — USGF Womens Program Director 

Peter Kormann — Athlatas Advisory Counsel 

. . . and many others as confirmations are received. 


United States 

Gymnastics 

Federation 

P.O. Box 7686, Fort Worth, Texas 761 1 1 
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